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Message from the President

I would like to begin this message by announcing
that Steve Greger has joined the Grafton Historical
Society’s Board of Directors after his election at the
May 8™ Annual Meeting. He replaces Director John
Gassert who stepped down at the end of his term.
Welcome Steve, and thank you John for your past
service on the Board.

With the recent onset of summer, including much
warmer temperatures and the hazy, lazy days that
are so typical of summer, | want to assure you that
the Grafton Historical Society board has been very
busy. This year so far we have hosted three historic
presentations more than 130 persons per
program. We have two more programs booked to
round out the year and one “in the wings” for 2026.

Regarding more recent news, it has been brought to
our attention that a large rock of historical
significance lies peacefully on property in the Village
of Grafton, that has been owned since 1842 by
generations of the Ahlers family. The rock is quite
large, measuring about 9 ft x 4 ft x 3 ft, and has been
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identified as one that arrived with the glaciers from
Canada. Known as the “Spirit Rock” it had historical
significance to the tribe of Native American Indians
that settled in the Grafton area. Its significance has
been confirmed by Johnathan Buffalo, the Meskwaki
Nation Historic Preservation Director of the Sac and
Fox Indians of the Mississippi in lowa. The Ahlers
property is located along Wisconsin Avenue between
Blaine’s Farm & Fleet and the Goodwill property and
Is currently under review for redevelopment. When
the property is redeveloped, the Spirit Rock will need
to be relocated. We have been advised that any
move or relocation must be preceded by proper
ceremony with due reverence to honor Indian
ancestors from the early years of Grafton area
history. The Grafton Historical Society intends to
become involved with efforts to relocate and preserve
the Spirit Rock and to share but another facet of
Grafton area history. Stay tuned to learn and hear
more about this story and upcoming event.

Working to Discover, Share and Preserve Grafton
history.

Tom Krueger
GHS President

Spirit Rock, currently located at the Ahlers farm in Grafton.












Grade School Basketball
Early Grafton Style

Excerpted from "Memoirs of my life in Grafton, Wisconsin, 1941-1967,"

by Gerald "Jerry" E. Mueller, Ph.D.

For whatever reason, our school did not
have a gym during the years I attended
there. To shoot baskets we had to go
outdoors, sometimes in below freezing
weather, to utilize our only basket, which
was mounted on a steel pole at the end of
the school's parking lot. This inability to
practice on a regular basis did not deter
our school principal from scheduling
games with schools in the surrounding
areas. We didn't have a single player on
our team who was good at shooting
baskets, but one player, Ralph, who was
six feet tall and chunky could muscle his

way under the basket and make shots. On

uniforms so we had to play in our
swimming trunks. I can still

remember how the other teams and their
fans would laugh at us on the court,
especially me, as I wore a small, tight pair
of ridiculously bright chartreuse trunks.
Another unforgettable part of our
basketball games is that the nuns at the
Catholic schools we played always insisted
on refereeing the games--in full habits! We
soon learned why, as they cheated
wholesale on the calls they made in favor
of their own school. The non-Catholic
schools had little recourse, as there were

no outside or impartial referees



average our team would score 12 points
per game. Not only did we have one
embarrassing loss after another, we also

didn't have

available. Let's hope the nuns went to
confession immediately after each
game! By the way, I never liked
basketball.

Welcome to New Board Member
Steve Greger

Steve and his wife Joanne have been
Grafton residents since 2019. They are
both native Badgers and are happy to have
Grafton as their newest "home
town." Steve is a University of Wisconsin-
Madison graduate and has degrees in
American History and Industrial Safety.

His career as an insurance industry safety
consultant took him to various locations
around the country. After retiring, he was a
volunteer and board member for the
Western Railway Museum near San
Francisco. He is especially proud of
successfully obtaining National Register of
Historic Places recognition for the
"Sacramento Northern Railway Historic
District.”



Stop by and say "Hi" at this year's
Grafton Historical Society booth
at Ladies Night Out.









Thanks to Pete Shrake from the Baraboo Circus World Museum

for an engaging presentation on the heritage of the circus in Wisconsin. The
audience learned that beginning in 1847, more than 100 circuses originated in
Wisconsin, more than in any other state. Enjoying the presentation were Bob
Prince, (left) and Louise Macky and Mary Miles (right.) Prince worked at the Great
Milwaukee Circus Parade for 16 years, relating amazing stories about how many
horses were brought to Milwaukee for the parade and how they were taken care of
during their stay. Macky and Miles had just returned from a visit to the Circus

World Museum and urged everyone to visit that Wisconsin State Historical site.





















DO YOU KNOW?

With this issue we’d like to continue
our "Mystery Item" feature. If you have
an idea what this item might be contact
us
at: info@graftonareahistory.org.

If you have an item that you need help
identifying and would like to submit it for
a future newsletter edition, we'd be
happy to include it.

DID YOU KNOW?

If you said that this Mystery Item
from the last issue of our Newsletter
was ...

A Permanent Wave Machine,

you were right.

The first permanent wave machine
was invented by Charles Nessler,
around 1906. The process involved
wrapping the hair around heated rods,
applying a chemical solution (borax or
sodium hydroxide) and then heating the
hair. The entire process could take up
to six hours. While revolutionary, it was
time-consuming and could be
dangerous, sometimes causing burns
on the scalp or hair damage. Over time,
the "cold wave" method was
developed.
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