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Message from the President

As I write, summer in Grafton has really warmed up, with higher
than average temperatures that have accompanied kids heading back to
school. This time of year also represents Meteorological Fall and the
general start of football season. For me, the warm weather is still
welcomed and it beats the “ice & cold” we all know is coming.

Weather reporting aside, I do have some historical society news
and updates. Last May I reported on the Historical Society’s plans for
installation of a plaque at the Spirit Rock location in Lime Kiln Park.

We now have approval from the Village and are in the process of
completing plaque production and the logistics of installation and
securing of funds for this project. At this point both Culver’s Restaurant
and Tommy’s Car Wash have stepped forward to sponsor the plaque
and we thank them both for taking such an interest in the former
Ahlers’ property and its early history, that really dates back to when the
area was occupied by Native Americans. A special ceremony is now
being planned for October 29th to commemorate this history and

placement of the Spirit Rock plaque. Stay tuned for further details on
this event.

In the last newsletter issue, I also reported on a future blues music
program we are hoping to present later this year. The program would
be a combination of blues music, its history and a soul food serving of
chicken and waffles to put attendees in the mood for this blues music
event. The program would be brought to us by blues artist David
Watkins DJ, and now has been tentatively scheduled for February 11,
2027. This will be both a program and a fundraiser for the Grafton
Historical Society so please mark the date on your calendar and stay
tuned for further details and program information later this year.

In closing, the Grafton Historical Society is always looking for better



Phyllis Wiggins ways to engage with our members and tollowers. We generally hold
Director monthly board meetings which are always open to both members and

the public. The meetings’ date, time and location are regularly posted

Emily Engstrom on our website (www.graftonareahistory.org). We are most interested
Director

in what people are thinking - be it Grafton history questions, specific
Jim Miller historical interests or new directions or suggestions for the board to
Director consider. In pursuit of this goal, the Historical Society, starting in 2027,

will begin holding quarterly membership meetings with a limited

agenda that will include a select topic of interest and a miscellaneous

topic where attendees will be free to “ask us anything” or share any

stories of local or family history with the group. We will keep you

informed on this new initiative and look forward to hearing more from

all of our members and the public on how we can all work together to:
“Discover, Preserve & Share” Grafton history

Tom Krueger
GHS President

Left: St. Paul's limestone church building was completed in 1871 and used until it was replaced by a brick building
in 1908. All services at St. Paul's were conducted in German until 1929.

Right: The original St. Paul's school was completed in 1908 at a cost of $5,000. It consisted of two classrooms on
the main floor and a fellowship hall and furnace room in the basement.

Pictures courtesy of St. Paul Church.


https://graftonareahistory.benchurl.com/c/l?u=142585D6&e=1B9DF6A&c=12F471&&t=0&l=7E4D9419&email=uLCaCDh5NuObMO5GRehz%2BgSXAE%2FMRK6o&seq=1
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generations of families connected with St.
Paul and the greater Grafton community.
From German to English

For decades, German was the language of
worship and religious instruction at St. Paul.
The language reflected both the
congregation’s heritage and the larger
German-American population of
southeastern Wisconsin. Even when St. Paul
celebrated its 75th anniversary in 1926, its
special anniversary worship services were
conducted in German. By then, however,
Grafton and St. Paul were changing. Younger
generations increasingly spoke English in
their daily lives and began requesting
English worship services. In April, 1929, the
congregation approved the introduction of
one English-language worship service each
month.

Education Through the Generations

St. Paul School continued to grow along
with the congregation. A parsonage and
teacher residence were constructed in 1901,
followed by a new brick school building in
1908.

Increasing enrollment and an expanding
curriculum required additional teachers. In
1912, Emma Nierode became the first
woman to teach at St. Paul. She was
succeeded by Caroline Ahlers, who served
for 26 years before retiring in 1941. Other
longtime educators, including Gustav
Grothmann, Christian Merkenschlager, and
Paul Meyer, became familiar names to
generations of St. Paul families.

Roosevelt Sykes

Pastors and teachers served faithtully, with
names such as Suelflow, Prahl, Piepenbrink,
Berndt, and Groppe becoming familiar to
generations of St. Paul families.

The past 25 years have brought continued
growth and change, including the
construction of a new gymnasium,
remodeling of the current church, and a
major school expansion dedicated in 2025.
The Christian Day School continues to serve
the community under longtime Principal
Michael Yurk, offering classes from 2K

through eighth grade.
Celebrating 175 Years

Much has changed since nine men
gathered in Karl Zeige’s home in 1851.
Grafton grew from a small settlement along
the Milwaukee River into the community we
know today. German gradually gave way to
English. Buildings were constructed,
enlarged, replaced, and remembered.
Generations came and went.

Yet 175 years later, people are still
gathering at St. Paul to worship. The
anniversary year provided a special
opportunity to preserve photographs, tell
stories, remember those who came before,
and pass that history to another generation.

In doing so, St. Paul is preserving not
only the history of a church and school, but
also a small part of the history of Grafton
itself.

By Jean Steinke, St. Paul Lutheran Church




The GHS Welcomes New
Board Member Jim Miller

Jim is a long time resident of the Village of

Grafton, his family having moved here in 1955.
Jim graduated from Grafton High School and the
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.

He is a second generation village trustee and a
long time member of the Park and Recreation




Board. He is also a board member of the Aging,
Disability and Resource Center of Ozaukee County.
The GHS is happy to have Jim as a member of

our board.

: Thursday,
o i = September 10
THE SINKING OF [NV
THE EDMUND FITZGERALD
The Grafton Historical Society invites you to Rose Harms
take an intriguing look at the last voyage and Legion Post
sinking of the Edmund Fitzgerald. The SS 1540 13" A
Edmund Fitzgerald was an American Great yeue
Lakes freighter that sank in Lake Superior during
a storm on November 10, 1975, with the loss of Free and open to
the entire crew of 29 men. She remains the the public.
largest ship to ever have sunk on the Great Lakes. Suggested $5
Join us as Rochelle Pennington takes us through donation.

the history and last hours of that doomed ship.

Refreshments
and Cash Bar

Rochelle Pennington is an award-
winning columnist and bestselling
author of ten books. She is both a lively
storyteller and an entertaining lecturer.
She expertly weaves the perfect balance GRAFTON HISTORICAL
of humor, charm, and riveting facts into SOCIETY

her captivating performances, with a P.O. BOX 481

focus on “the best of humanity.” Grafton, WI 53024
S Website:
. * www.graftonareahistory.org
T Sponsoring Email:
* Partner: ¥|five info@graftonareahistory.org

o] Facebook:
Kinine Graftonhistoricalsocietyof
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October 15th

6:00 p.m.
Rose Harms
THE GRAFTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY Legion Post
PRESENTS: 1540 13" Avenue

THE AMISH IN -
WISCONSIN

Wisconsin has the 4t largest Amish populationin B F L] D0k
the U.S. with more than 68 Amish settlements public. Suggested $5
throughout the state. Join us for an informative donation
presentation on the lifestyle of the Amish and the
ways in which they come face-to-face with society Balde Ll L
outside their communities. CashBar

Mark Louden is Professor of
Germanic Linguistics at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison.

A Mennonite and fluent speaker of

Pennsylvania Dutch, the first GRAFTON HISTORICAL
language of most Amish and Plain SOCIETY
oy, people, Mark serves as an interpreter Gr:figﬁ.sv?l)l( 45%1)2 4

and cultural liaison for Plain people Website:

www.graftonareahistory.org
Email:
info@graftonareahistory.org
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Welcome to delicious.

Announcing...
Culver’s “Give Back” for the

Grafton Historical Society.

The Grafton Culver's restaurant has announced that the GHS
will be the beneficiary of Culver's Give Back program for the
entire week of the new restaurant's

GRAND OPENING
October 5™ through October 11™

When you dine at Culver’s that week from 5-8 p.m., a percentage of
your bill will be donated to the GHS. We will also receive a portion of
gift card proceeds, purchased anytime during that week.

Hope to see you there!




D I d yo u kn OW? ...the village of Grafton has its own flag? Exactly 50 years

ago, in 1976, Grafton adopted its first official flag.

It all began with a contest sponsored by the Grafton Public Library. Many people submitted
designs and the winner was Ruth Holly, a long time and active member of the Grafton community.
The main design of the flag is a fleur-de-lis, which represents royalty. The three petals represent
the three names that Grafton has had — Hamburg, Manchester and Grafton. The flower is a white
lily which was the name of the flour produced at the Grafton flour mill which drew its power from

the dam on the Milwaukee River. The blue background of the flag signifies the river.

Within the petals of the fleur-de-lis are several symbols of Grafton. The Native Americans
depicted represent the Pottawatomi and Menomonee tribes that had settled along the shores of the
river. The octagon barn represents Grafton, surrounded by a farming community, and uses the
octagon because it is a distinctive barn design found primarily in Ozaukee county. The wheat and
corn represent other agricultural products from the area.

The year 1835 is on the flag because it is the year that the first deed to the land in Grafton was
acknowledged. 1976 represents the year the flag was presented to the village.




You’re invited to visit our archives!

Every day the GHS receives more items for our society’s archives.
Our collection is growing and the public is invited to view the historic
artifacts and documents. The GHS archives are housed in the Timothy

Wooden building at 11" and Broad Street, adjacent to the Grafton Public
Library. Visits are by appointment only. If you’d like to see the GHS archives
and learn about more about Grafton history, please contact Nick Schanen,
GHS archivist, at 262-327-8057.

Ozaukee County Historical Society presents

Autumn at the Village

October 3rd 9AM - 4:00PM

At Ozaukee County Pioneer Village-Saukville

.
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Enjoy a day in the country and taste your favorite fall
foods. Fun for the whole family!

Horse-drawn Hay Rides, Tractors & Small Engines, “My First Tractor
Ride”, Historic Demonstrations, Rural Farm History Exhibits, Baking in
the Sununer Kitchen, Music all around the village, Rope Making, Kids

Crafts and more.

Admission: $8 Adults. $6 Smdents/Seniors. under 5 & OCHS Members are Free!
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DO YOU KNOW?

With this issue we’d like to continue
our "Mystery Item" feature. If you
have an idea what this item might be
contact us at:

info@graftonareahistory.org.

If you have an item that you need
help identifying and would like to
submit it for a future newsletter
edition, we'd be happy to include it.

DID YOU KNOW?

This Mystery Item from the last issue of
our Newsletter was ...
...an early television.
The story of the invention of television is a
complicated one. It is the result of not one
inventor but many technological minds in

the late 19" and early 20" centuries.
Constantin Perskyi coined the word
television in 1900. Milwaukee’s first
television station was WTMJ, which began
broadcasting on December 3, 1947. Early
television sets were sparse. They were
usually found in local taverns rather than
homes, but by 1955 nearly 75% of all
Wisconsin homes had a TV.

This message was sent to tikrueger1@me.com by info@graftonareahistory.org
PO Box 481, Grafton, WI, 53024
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